




Islam, Confucianism and Buddhism
Ljubljana, December 11–13, 2015
In	2011	Jana	S.	Rošker	and	Nataša	Vampelj	Suhadolnik,	two	sinologists	at	the	
Department	of	Asian	Studies,	University	of	Ljubljana,	initiated	a	conference	


















munication,	but	are	 themselves	 transformed	and	ascribed	new	meanings	 in	
the	process.








tives: Islam, Confucianism and Buddhism,	or-
ganized	by	the	Department	of	Asian	Studies,	
Faculty	of	Arts,	University	of	Ljubljana	and	
Research	Centre	 of	 the	 Slovenian	Academy	










cal	 reflections	and	 reinterpretations	of	 these	 ideational	 systems	 in	 the	 light	
of	contemporary	concerns”,	or	 in	other	words,	rethinking	of	 the	theoretical	
conditions	of	comparative	dialogues	and	their	engenderment	in	practice.
What	 resulted	was	 a	 small,	 but	 highly	 diverse	 conference	 that	 brought	 to-
gether	junior	and	senior	scholars	based	in	Europe,	Asia,	and	the	United	States,	



























itage	 had	 fallen	 prey	 to	 parochialism,	 narrow-mindedness	 and	 intellectual	
myopia.	He	 finds	 inspiration	 in	 the	 open,	 inclusive	 attitudes	 of	 traditional	
Islamic	 philosophy	 towards	 its	 South	 and	East	Asian	 counterparts,	 for	 ex-








The	 final	plenary	 speaker,	 Jana	S.	Rošker,	 a	professor	of	Chinese	philoso-







rative Perspectives: Islam, Confucianism …457






























and	 McDowell	 to	 investigate	 the	 virtue	 ethics	 of	 two	 prominent	 Chinese	
thinkers,	Zhi	Yi,	 a	Tiantai	Buddhist	 thinker,	 and	 the	Neo-Confucian	Wang	
Yangming.	He	revealed	structural	similarity	in	their	conception	of	virtue	and	
discerned	their	dissimilarities	in	framing	nature,	coherence	and	specific	vir-





tivity	 towards	women,	especially	 in	monastic	 institutions.	Looking	at	 three	








Deities’	 in	 ancient	China,	 furthering	 the	 elaboration	 of	Modern	Confucian	
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first	 outlined	 the	 history	 of	Muslim	 communities	 in	 the	 area	 of	 nowadays	


















Wang’s	work	Great Learning of Islam	and	interpreted	the	mutual	exchange	of	
key	elements	of	Islamic	philosophy	and	Neo-Confucianism	as	an	example	of	
a	dialogical	relationship.
The	 fourth	 panel	 centred	 on	 Sufism.	Münevver	 Ebru	 Zeren	 (Taliç	Univer-
























culture,	 rather	 than	 a	 specific,	 independent	 religious	 tradition.	 Finally,	my	
own	paper	explored	how	notions	of	filial	piety	are	understood	and	practiced	
among	a	group	of	young	Chinese	Muslim	women,	who	became	deeply	re-
ligious	during	 their	university	studies.	While	both	Confucianism	and	Islam	
exhort	obedience	to	and	care	and	respect	for	one’s	parents	as	great	virtues,	in	
Islam	the	parental	authority	is	circumscribed	by	the	submission	to	God.	For	
these	newly	pious	female	students,	Islam	then	emerges	as	an	emancipatory	
practice	through	which	they	negotiate	the	expectations	of	their	parents,	their	
deeply-felt	commitment	to	making	their	parents	happy	and	their	own	ideas	of	
a	modern,	cosmopolitan	self.
Despite	the	fact	that	the	diversity	of	papers	did	not	allow	for	in-depth	discus-
sions	on	the	topics	addressed	by	different	presenters,	the	conference	presents	
a	stepping	stone	in	development	of	comparative	studies	of	Asian	traditions	in	
Southeast	Europe.
Maja Veselič
